The Mendip School

Curriculum Intent, Implementation and Impact statement.

Pathways to Learning
All students will experience all parts of the curriculum. However, skilled staff will manage the time spent on each of these elements for each individual across the school.

As a rough guide, students are grouped into pathways and will access the building blocks of the curriculum as shown below
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Pupil progress is discussed during progress conversation and is analysed 3x a year and interventions/support is planned to enable all students to access the greatest
proportion of academic learning possible, while preparing them for adult life.

Explore the purpose & meaning of their lives,
- Build their sense of identity & self-worth and

- Develop the values that will help them to become active, inclusive and thoughtful citizens.
We want all our pupils to leave The Mendip School as independent as possible in caring for themselves and/or their career/future. Preparing pupils to be responsible,

caring citizens who are curious about the world ensures that they develop self-esteem and build on the resilience they need out in the community for their voice to be

shared and for them to feel heard. In order for our pupils to reach their full potential in our curriculum is broad, balanced and aims to create an educational experience
that prepares pupils for adulthood. Our curriculum is unique and bespoke for each of our learners and/or cohorts to continually build on their knowledge and skills. Our
focus is to encourage and support knowledge and skills based learning school that can be transferrable into the wider community with real-life situations and first-hand

experiences.




The Humanities curriculum is split into three subjects, History, Geography and Religious Studies.

Each area of study has a framework which supports learning of skills and knowledge.

Every term a topic is followed, some examples are, inventions and discoveries, where things grow/recycling, castles/knights/invaders and local environment/history.
Humanities is taught explicitly for one hour a week but it is also embedded in religious festivals and cross curricular activities.

Studying Humanities gives children the opportunity to develop an understanding of why the world and its people are the way they are today. Children are encouraged to
ask and answer questions, evaluate evidence and present points of view on what they have learnt.

The curriculum is personalised for pupils and it adapts its approaches to the curriculum for pupils with different needs and in different school phases. The school phases
include:

Holistic curriculum:

For our holistic curriculum the focus is for pupils to have exposure of historical, geographical and religious events through real life scenarios. This could be visiting Signiant
local historical sites such as Glastonbury tot or local castles. We believe that our pupils learn best when they experience things in real life.

Evidence will be demonstrated on evidence for learning and will often be real life activities and learning rather than work in books.

Formal curriculum:

In EYFS and KS1, activities are planned in relation to “Understanding the world” in a cross curricular way through topic areas that are engaging and enjoyable. We use
Autism Attention techniques to engage learners in knowledge and skills from the Understanding the world curriculum.

During KS2/KS3 pupils will learn about British History from the Stone Age to the present day and will look at connections between different time periods and their own
lives. We broke the curriculum down into different aspects of learning to support delivery of the content and topics i.e. In the History Learning profile B1 & B2 levels are
broken down into Knowledge and skills; changes within living memory, significant historical events, significant people, local history, significant global events and life in
different periods. Skills;

In KS3/kS4 some pupils are able to follow the National Curriculum and are able to access the ASDAN qualification.

Our aim is to offer regular trips or in house experiences each term to promote a love for learning and enhance real life experiences. We believe that learning in a real life
environment brings more than academic reward, but it inspires pupils to want to see and do more.

Life skills:

These pupils mostly follow the holistic curriculum in order to support them to live as independently as possible after their school journey. Life skill pupils have a bespoke
curriculum including Personalised Learning Goals (PLGs), EHCP targets and EQUALS curriculum.

Impact

It is our aim that through our humanities learning and experiences, children will become responsible citizens, understanding their role in protecting our world and
environment and knowing how they can cause positive change and development as they grow. They will also have a chronological understanding of British History from
Stone Age to present day and will be able to draw comparisons and make connections between different time periods and their own lives. All can be supported through
our visits and visitors bringing the outside and facts, to real life. Through all experiences we hope the humanities curriculum will develop our learners to be independent
and critical thinkers. Careers will play a big part in the curriculum and opportunities for our learners, this is tracked through EFL alongside our humanities framework,
through EFL we can track and monitor pupil progress.




In school we have a variety of resources that learners and staff can gain access to:

e We recently invested in a new subscription to give more resources to support lesson planning via Teachers Pet. They have a broad range of Topic based resources
for input and learning for pupils to complete.

e We are aiming to provide multiple experiences throughout the year a key one being TEACHREX a company who bring History and Geography to life using life size
creatures and animals. They provide a brilliant workshop and experience for all our learners across the school

e We have physical resources for all learners: we have a bag of resources that covers a variety of religions i.e. in the Judaism bag, resources are designed to provide
insight into objects such as a Yarmulke cap worn by Jewish men, a Menorah that symbolises the presence of god, a miniature scroll with sacred wording, a tefillin
to wear during prayer and a Dreidl dice to use during Hannukah to play a series of games.

There are some fantastic resources online with interactive and engaging games for learners to play at home:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zcw76sg - BBC Bitesize History KS2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39 - BBC Bitesize History KS2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbkw2hv - BBC Bitesize Geography KS2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrw76sg - BBC Bitesize Geography KS3
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/exploring-our-family-history-resources/
https://www.uklocalarea.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zqjbkhv
https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/
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