
 
  
 

Curriculum Intent, Implementation and Impact statement. 
 

Subject: English 

Pathways to Learning 
All students will experience all parts of the curriculum.  However, skilled staff will manage the time spent on each of these elements for everyone across the school. 
As a rough guide, students are grouped into pathways and will access the building blocks of the curriculum as shown below 
 

 
Pupil progress is discussed during progress conversations and is analysed 3x a year and interventions/support is planned to enable all students to access the greatest 
proportion of academic learning possible, while preparing them for adult life. 
 

Curriculum Vision and Intent  

 
Pupils are at the centre of a broad, varied and interesting learning experience and are given the skills to equip them for their future; in the hope that they will acquire the 
personal qualities, attitudes, skills, knowledge and understanding necessary for personal fulfilment and a developing social responsibility. The holistic nature of our 
practice will promote positive mental health and well-being and will enhance our pupils’ life skills and social skills. 
 
 
Intent 
The English Curriculum at The Mendip School is broad and balanced for all pupils. The National Curriculum forms part of the whole school curriculum: the programmes of 
study for English are followed where they are relevant and accessible, though this may well be at a different Key Stage. 
The curriculum is planned very carefully to make sure it meets the learning needs of all pupils, whatever their attainment and ability. Class teachers are given the 
autonomy to decide how, what and when English skills are taught to pupils. Our teachers use our frameworks to ensure lessons follow a planned sequence for building 
skills and knowledge.  Please refer to the English frameworks section below for details of the frameworks. 
 
 



Curriculum Implementation (Formal, Life skills and Holistic) 

 
The English Curriculum at The Mendip School is completely personalised for all pupils and uses a range of approaches and teaching styles with lots of explanation, 
modelling, scaffolding and practice. There are differentiated curriculums, and the school adapts its approaches to the curriculum for pupils with different needs and in 
different school phases. The phases are: 
Formal Curriculum 
Some pupils can follow the National Curriculum and access exams at either Entry Level, GCSE or Functional Skills in English Language. Every teacher has the highest 
learning expectations, and the teaching styles and resources meet the pupils needs including multi-sensory activities and over learning.  
Holistic Curriculum 
Our holistic curriculum supports pupils to learn English skills at their own level and with real life experience, this can be trips and visits to the community, play and 
engagement, social skills and interactions, etc walks in our local environment, mark making, as well as sharing books and reading. 
Life Skills Curriculum 
Our life skills pupils are given opportunities to increase their communication skills in a variety of different ways for example through core boards or assistive technology 
They have opportunities to share sensory stories and creative mark making. The life skills curriculum for phonics looks at early phonics and pre-phonics which looks at early 
listening and communication skills.  
 

Curriculum Impact  

 
The impact of our English curriculum can be wide ranged, shaping students' academic success, personal growth, and future opportunities: 

• Enhanced Literacy Skills: A well-designed curriculum equips students with strong reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills, essential for success in all subjects. 

• Improved Critical Thinking: English studies encourage critical analysis of texts, fostering students' ability to evaluate information and form reasoned arguments. 

• Vocabulary Development: Exposure to diverse texts expands students' vocabulary, improving comprehension and communication skills. 

• Stronger Communication Skills: English education emphasizes effective communication, enabling students to articulate their ideas clearly and in their own 
personalised way.  

• Increased Self-Expression: Through writing and speaking activities, students develop confidence in expressing their thoughts and emotions. 

• Cultural Awareness: Exposure to literature from various cultures broadens students' understanding of the world and promotes empathy. 

• Personal Growth: Exploring themes of identity, relationships, and social issues in literature can foster self-reflection and personal development. 

• Love of Reading: A stimulating curriculum can ignite a passion for reading, leading to lifelong learning and enjoyment. 

• Higher Education: Strong English skills are crucial for success in college and university, regardless of the chosen field of study. 

• Career Prospects: Employers value effective communication skills, making English proficiency an important part of our curriculum. 
 
Overall, the impact of a well-crafted English curriculum extends far beyond the classroom, shaping students into well-rounded individuals with the skills and knowledge to 
thrive in an ever-changing world.  
 
Progress is measured using formative approaches using the B level frameworks. Assessment informs planning and targets for personalised learning for each pupil 
Other means of evaluating progress is achieved through: Learning Walks, Book Scrutinise, Moderation, Observations.  
Summative data is recorded on the Education Health Care Plan, which is reviewed annually, and it is also recorded on Evidence for Learning. 
 



Phonics and Reading  

 
Sounds Write 
At The Mendip School we use the Sounds Write Phonics programme, which is a highly structured, incremental and code-oriented, instructional approach, to teach children 
to read and spell. Throughout, Sounds Write promotes the use of multi-sensory engagement with the materials pupils are working with in a manner that is commensurate 
with the level and abilities of the children being taught. Visual, auditory and kinaesthetic activities are at all times combined simultaneously to promote learning. Pupil 
phonics levels are monitored every term to ensure that sessions are relevant and targeted, and that progress is being made.  
Throughout the school phonics is taught daily with a focus on using appropriate strategies to support the group.  Classes use Sounds Write as a primary model. 
Sounds-Write is a stand-alone linguistic phonics programme that provides training in the teaching of reading and spelling for teaching practitioners working at primary and 
secondary levels. The programme is designed to be delivered whole class, small group, or one to one and all participants on our courses receive everything required to 
implement Sounds-Write at each of these levels. 
Once pupils begin to read, they are assigned an appropriate level of book which matches the sounds write stages to read in school.  Pupils are encouraged to read daily in 
school.  The school holds a wide range of scheme books which allow pupils to progress their reading at an appropriate pace for them, with a range of subjects and topics 
for different ages.  Reading is assessed using a Sounds Write assessment, progressing onto more formal tests of accuracy and comprehension which give age scores.  These 
are reported as part of the annual review process. 
There is also a particular focus on making reading fun and accessible for pupils through websites like Teach your Monster to Read and Multi-Sensory books. We have 
redesigned the library to ensure a calm and inviting environment for children to spend time enjoying books and storytelling. 
 
Accelerated Reader 
Once students have completed the Sounds Write scheme and are able readers, they can move on to accelerated Reader. This is a whole class management and monitoring 
programme that aims to foster independent reading throughout the school. The children take an online quiz three times a year that provides the teacher with a numerical 
score that relates to the books in the library.  They are then aided in their selection of the next book allowing choice of interest within the correct level of difficulty. The 
programme encourages pupils to read independently and more importantly at their own pace and level. 
To go with Accelerated Reader, The Mendip School also has access to Myon which is an online library that gives pupils access to more than 6,000 enhanced digital books. 
Titles are dynamically matched to each individual student’s interests, grade and Lexile® reading level. MyON Reader fosters pupil engagement and achievement. 
 
Handwriting 
The Mendip School does not adopt a specific approach to teaching handwriting but uses a variety of approaches that best suit the individual child. As a school, we also 
recognise that our learners will all develop their handwriting over different periods of time based on their individual needs. More details on handwriting at The Mendip 
School can be found in Appendix 2 of our English Policy.  
 

Writing  

 
Class teachers are responsible to plan and deliver a series of literacy lessons, that respect the students’ individual needs, interests and strengths. To achieve this, teachers 
are provided with a framework with supportive materials and resources. The teachers use a Talk4Writing approach in their teaching of texts, the SoundsWrite Scheme in 
the teaching of Phonics and the government framework’s Appendices for Spelling, Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation is introduced where appropriate.    
The Talk4Writing approach is used from KS1 throughout KS4 so that students become used to tackling and breaking down, then recreating, texts in a consistent way. The 
repetitive nature of the approach allows for a reduced cognitive load when learning a text and how to innovate it. Throughout the series of lessons, the children are 

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/read-write-inc-programmes/phonics/


introduced to new objectives that cover a mixture of writing genres and grammar rules. The children then get the chance to use their imagination to invent their own 
stories, allowing for creativity throughout the subject. 
Life skills Learners, follow an adapted overview of English, using suggestions from the EQUALS curriculum for support, subsidised with additional activities and programmes 
designed to develop fluent communication, such as, Colourful Semantics, sensory stories and additional speech and language activities.    
 

Resources in school 

• Sounds Write – All teacher are Sounds Write trained and have access to their own portal where they can access resources and plan interactive lessons for students.  

• Accelerated Reader – Each student has an individual login and is assessed 3x a year as well as completing mini quizzes when they finish a book. Teachers all have a 
login and can view and analyse data for each student.  

• Nessy – Nessy is a spelling programme, and some older students use this to support with their spelling.  

• Library – The library is well stocked and available for anyone to use. Books are ordered by their ZDP number making it easy for students to find texts relevant to 
them.  

• Talk for Writing stories/resources - We are building up a stock of T4W resources and these will be available to teachers on a 3-year rotation.  
 

Resources for families  

Reading books online: 
Sign In – myON®  – Each child has their own Username and Password to access this online library (please ask your child’s teacher). 
Click on the link to go to Accelerated Reader: 
https://ukhosted117.renlearn.co.uk/6700659/default.aspx 
Click on the link for a Parent Guide: 
Parent’s Guide to Accelerated Reader (renlearn.co.uk)  
Listen to stories online: 
https://stories.audible.com/discovery 
Bed Time Stories – YouTube 
Creative Writing: 
https://www.pobble365.com/ 
Sounds Write:  
https://sounds-write.co.uk/support-for-parents-and-carers/  
Grammar and spelling practice 
English Grammar lessons for Key Stage 2 students – Oak National Academy (thenational.academy) 
English Reading for Pleasure lessons for Key Stage 2 students – Oak National Academy (thenational.academy) 
Spelling Shed – Spelling Shed – Spelling game for school and home (your teacher should give you a Username and Password). 
Spelling – BBC Teach 
English Spelling lessons for Key Stage 2 students – Oak National Academy (thenational.academy) 
Practice your Comprehension Skills: 
https://www.literacyshedplus.com/en-gb/browse/free-resources/reading-comprehension-plus 
Free Online Reading Comprehension Exercises (englishmaven.org) 
Practice Touch Typing: 

https://www.myon.co.uk/login/index.html
https://help.renlearn.co.uk/AR/ARParentGuide
https://stories.audible.com/discovery
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLd95DLRc1lkOucYMpBbepvd9y1Si7_08T
https://www.pobble365.com/
https://sounds-write.co.uk/support-for-parents-and-carers/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-2/subjects/english-grammar
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-2/subjects/english-reading-for-pleasure
https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb?fbclid=IwAR34wOvb8YOlozFi9qcKSA1KmYXDzQtSd8FHMJMWwE2o2GYVI8qnUiFoJoI
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/skillswise/spelling/z6c6d6f
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-2/subjects/english-spelling
https://www.literacyshedplus.com/en-gb/browse/free-resources/reading-comprehension-plus
https://www.englishmaven.org/Pages/Reading%20Comprehension.htm


Dance Mat Typing – BBC Bitesize 
Other English Resources 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-english-collection/zjsghbk 
Crickweb | KS1 Literacy   Crickweb | KS2 Literacy 
English lessons for Key Stage 1 students – Oak National Academy (thenational.academy) 
English lessons for Key Stage 2 students – Oak National Academy (thenational.academy) 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2f9j6/articles/z3c6tfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-english-collection/zjsghbk
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks1literacy.html
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2literacy.html
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-1/subjects/english
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-2/subjects/english

