Dear Parents and Carers
It’s been a great year at The Mendip School and we’d like to thank you all for your support. The school has
continued to grow from strength to strength and that would not be possible without the continued support
of staff, parents, extended families and the Friends of Mendip school. There have been so many things going
on this year that it’s hard to pick a favourite but here are some of our highlights:

The Mendip School at Ansford Academy—pupils have continued to do really well and this year our
students were nominated in 8 categories. Well done Dylan, Toby and Nate in particular!

Sensory Room—this year pupils have been able to enjoy our new sensory room. Thank you to all that
helped with fundraising and attended the opening.

Pepper—Pupils have loved (mostly) having Pepper in school and we are looking forward to seeing what
the findings of the research help us develop further within school.

One of my personal favourites was the musical interlude towards the end of June. To see all the pupils
being able to join in and be themselves was such a privilege. It reminded me that we have so much to
look forward to when these things are able to be our day to day again!
Have a lovely holiday and we look forward to seeing you all on Wednesday 8th September.
Nat, Emma, Sinead and Alisa (ps. Deliberately not mentioning Covid)
Staff changes
This year we have a number of staff moving on and we would like to take the opportunity to wish them all the
best.
Amy—has been with us for the last 18months and has been a wonderful blue class TA this year.
Lucy H—has been with us for a year and has bought enthusiasm and fun to violet class.
Horatio—has probably worked with most pupils during his time with us and has always been positive and
supportive.
All 3 TAs are leaving to complete Teacher training next year and we are sure they will be incredible teachers in the
future.
Emily—Many of you will know Emily as one of our original TAs. She now moving on to work as a speech and
language assistant.
Christina—has been a brilliant member of Aqua class team this year who has worked tirelessly to support our

pupils. We will miss her calm and gentle presence.
Tracy—having started with us as a supply teacher, Tracy has been supporting our youngest children for the last 2
years. She is moving on to a beautiful new home in the South Downs.
Sarah—You will have seen Sarah’s excellent work through class dojo this year. She is moving on to a leadership
position within another school and we wish her all the best.
New Staff that will be joining the team in September to teach are Elanor Richards.
The new Teaching Assistants are Hannah, Harriet, Charles, Robyn and Aiden.
We also have changes in our leadership team, Emma Cooper will become Deputy Head while Alisa Creaser
and Sinead MacPhee have been appointed to Assistant Principals. Iain Conley will be doing a secondment
year at Fosse Way school working with the ASD Team.
Everyone leaving will be hugely missed and we hope they come back and see us often.
Good Luck!

We are always busy at The Mendip School. Please follow us on Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram for regular updates and news or check our website
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We have had a great year in Purple class developing relationships with our peers and
familiar adults and making new friendships. The children have made such amazing progress and we are very proud of them
and all they have achieved, particularly in a year that has brought with it challenges and disruption. Purple class have
demonstrated amazing resilience in coping with the changes that the pandemic has brought but we have had lots of fun
along the way! We’ve made many amazing memories and learnt lots of new skills. We’ve really enjoyed our sensory stories,
cooking, Sensory Shine, Twist and Shout to name but a few and are ready for new challenges next year. Have a lovely
Summer everyone we can’t wait to hear all about your adventures when we welcome you back in September.
Blue class have had lots of exciting learning opportunities this term. We have had great fun learning Jasper’s Beanstalk in
Talk4Writing, learning the story and growing a range of our own plants – cress heads, beans, sunflowers and mixed seed
wildflower. We looked at what plants need in order to survive and wrote diary entries documenting their growth throughout the term. In math's, we have been worked hard exploring money and enjoyed a garden center role play area, buying
plants and gardening equipment before moving onto addition and subtraction later this term.
In Science we have learnt about plant and animal life-cycles. We found some wild tadpoles and have revisited several times
to monitor their growth journey, holding tiny frogs once it was safe! Well done Blue class, we’re so proud of you all!
In Orange class this term, we have been working on our communication skills, working in groups with our peers and
focusing on exchanging money when shopping in our math's lessons. We have really enjoyed our PE lessons with Nova
Sports throughout the term, playing tennis, volleyball and trying out skiing! Our primary sports day was a huge success, our young people and adults loved the inflatables and the activities organized by Rachel. We have also spent a
lot of time cooking this term, trying out new foods and different recipes. We have had a lovely term all round and we
will miss Orange class! Have a super holiday everyone.
Yellow class have been developing our cycling skills all year and now everyone is able to ride a bike without stabilizers.
We are so proud of the perseverance and resilience shown by all the boys. We have also been enjoying making PowerPoint presentations using the laptops. We can change the font and color independently. On Wednesdays we have had PE
with Nova Sports. We have had so much fun playing football and skiing. It has been such a fun and busy year in Yellow
class and it has been amazing to see so many friendships formed and play skills developed.
Aqua class have enjoyed being outdoors in all weathers. We made dens in the rain with Ocean Rock, enjoyed cuddling lambs
(Thank you, Rosie!), jumping in puddles, observing shapes in the clouds and spending time with the school dogs. We have
also continued our all-round super learning, working hard at all the challenges presented to us. Good luck to all Aqua class
learners as they progress through the school.
It's been another busy term in Red class and time has flown by. We have been learning about all about the Vikings, and have
enjoyed making shields, designing longhouses and writing adventure stories. In science we've made parachutes and
attempted to streamline boats as part of our work on forces, and during term 6 we have enjoyed learning all about the
rainforest as a habitat, and different groups of animals and living things. In music, we composed a Rainforest soundscape
and recorded it. We've enjoyed trips to the park, athletics, rugby, cricket and football, and we particularly loved the
inflatables on sports day! We had a fabulous day out walking on the Mendips, a visit to Cadbury hill fort, and several dog
walks, but were sad to miss our class trip to the Ancient Technology Centre in Dorset due to Covid. Red class boys have
showed great resilience and maturity in dealing with last minute changes and restrictions, and we are so proud of all of
them.
Silver class have had an amazing year enjoying lots of learning, fun, laughter and being with friends. Despite all of the
challenges thrown their way, every child has made great progress. They have loved trips to Nunney Castle, Binegar park
and hiking in the Mendips.
They have enjoyed listening to silly, rhyming poems in literacy and creating someone their own silly sentences. We have
been working hard on telling the time and developing our knowledge of forces. I look forward to watching you all
continue to grow next year but for now, enjoy a well-earned rest!! Well done Silver class on an excellent year.
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What a busy, fun filled last term Violet have had! In English we have explored historic
fiction texts such as ‘Escape to Pompeii’ and ‘Beowulf’ and have created our own
exciting stories. We have worked especially hard in our ICT lessons this term improving their skills with excel and power
point to plan their own festival! This year we have really enjoyed our class trips, even though we would have liked more!
We have gone on woodland walks, explored historic buildings and had a very tasty McDonalds! Thank you for a fantastic
year Violet class, have a lovely summer!!
Green class have had a fun and productive term. We have been focusing on historical fiction in English, writing our own
stories based around Pompeii and the story of Beowulf. In Math's we have been working hard on fractions. We have also
enjoyed using the DT room this term, using our creative skills to make and design our own candle holders and bird boxes.
In PE we had wheelchair rugby which was a fantastic experience for all involved. We have particularly enjoyed our Friday
afternoons of Thrive activities and secondary assembly. It has been a pleasure being a part of Green Class this year and
wish them all the best for the next academic year!
Pink Class have had an amazing term - we have smiled and laughed through every day, come rain or shine. Despite not going
out on any class trips due to Covid, we have had masses of fun in school. During our Thrive and Life Skill sessions, we have
been looking after the chickens and doing a lot of weeding which everyone has thoroughly enjoyed and made the area
outside our classroom look lovely. Lots of learning has been happening, with some pupils being entered for either GCSE or
Entry Level in Maths, English and Science - a summer holiday will be very much needed for those pupils. Also, some strong
friendships have been made which has been wonderful to witness. Thank you Pink class for all of the fun times!
This summer term has been a very busy one for Teal class. The students have been working very hard in their examination
subjects, they have been completing their Entry Level and GCSE exams and coursework in Math's, English and
Biology. Students have also completed their ASDAN shorts courses and other option subjects like Art and Food Tech. This
has been a stressful time for them, but they have all coped really well. Some of the students in Teal are doing their Bronze
and Silver Awards for D of E, they have had a great time with Ocean Rock, where they have been rock climbing, canoeing
and completing a 2-day expedition which involved onsite camp craft activities such as putting up tents, cooking their own
meals outside, map skills with compasses and then finished off with a walk carrying all the relevant kit in their
rucksacks. Well done to all those that completed their expedition. In the final weeks of this term, we have been having
Relationship Sex Education, which we hope the students have found informative. Good luck to those students that are
leaving us to move on to their new provisions, we are sure you will be amazing and settle in well. We look forward to
welcoming those that are returning back in September, have a relaxing summer break. Rachel, Philippa and Joe
What a busy summer term! Indigo class have been working hard in Maths telling the time on analogue and digital clocks
and linking times to key events in the day. We have also been busy planting beans, potatoes, radishes and sunflowers in
our vegetable patch and tending to them. We go to Tesco's each week to buy snacks for the whole school and then deliver
them to the classes. One of our highlights this half term was participating in wheelchair rugby, it was a lot of fun!
This term has been a very good one for Coral class with the children completing their qualifications for the year. I am very
proud of the group for putting in so much effort throughout what has been a challenging year given the circumstances. We
have completed some fantastic work closely linked with their careers and preparation for adulthood. With the weather
improving we have also spent a lot of time out and about enjoying the nature in our local area.
As part of their transition package for next year, Post 16 students have visited 3 college campuses this term. Strode, Bath’s
Somer Valley and Bath City Centre. During the tour of Somer Valley, students had the opportunity to observe a range of
Animal Care and Engineering courses. The trips to Strode and Bath City Centre presented a further opportunity to see Sport,
Health & Social Care, Art, Music and Hair & Beauty subject areas. For Post 16 it has been business as usual as far as
examinations and qualifications have been concerned. No teacher assessed grades or qualifications for them. Instead, a lot
of hard work and less time to do it in. I am pleased to say that in true Mendip style, the students have risen to the challenge
and appear to have met, or exceeded their target grades in most cases. We are so proud of them. With the majority of our
students moving onto college next year, the Post 16 team would like to thank them for their resilience, hard work and
humor. They have been a delight to get to know and work with. We hope all go on to become the best versions of
themselves as they can be. We will miss them all.
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Dates for your diary

Greenfield Café
Summer Opening Hours
The café will be open:

Thursday 22nd and Friday 23rd July

26th July—13th august, Monday to Friday
9:30-10am | 2:30-3pm

Monday 26th July —Friday 6th August

2nd September onwards– normal school
opening hours

INSET DAYS
Play scheme
Mendip Summer School
Thursday 12th August
Exam results day
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