
Lesson 1 
Online content
Public and impersonal

Key Stage 3 (11-14 year olds)
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I can understand the concept of critical thinking and 

apply it to examples online 

I can recognise some of the differences between 

fact and opinion  

I can think of ways to evaluate what is trustworthy 

online 
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Critical thinking is “the process of thinking carefully about a 
subject or idea, without allowing feelings or opinions to affect you” 
Cambridge English Dictionary

?

?Critical thinking is…



Trust is…

A hidden agenda 

is…
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Reviews?Posts?Messages?Articles?Blogs?Social media bios?Websites?

Trust or Trash?
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#gainsWish you were here! #paradise!

After                Before 

3 weeks!!
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Task – Online content 
You will need to rank the next 4 
sources of information and decide 
which is the most trustworthy. 
- Which source gives the best and 
most accurate account of the 
place? 

5 minutes 



10



11

Task - Search results 
You will need to examine a set of 
Google search results and decide 
which search result is the most 
trustworthy and which one you 
would click on?

5 minutes 



Which result would you go to first and why?
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Task - Social media 
Think critically about the 
information in the following social 
networking feed and assess if it 
gives a true account of the life of a 
homeless person. Consider;
- The comments 
- Date and time it was posted
- Photos
- Bigger picture

5 minutes 



14



2. This has been taken at a 
school

1. One girl is sticking her 
tongue out

4. The girl on the floor is 
being bullied by the other 

girl

3. The girl has been 
pushed to the floor

5. Some of their things are 
on the floor 
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Fact or    Opinion

Dates 

Numbers

History 

Science 

Believe Suggest

suspected

think
feel

Claimed
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Fact vs opinion



Task
Write a checklist of things to look 
out for when viewing content 
online.

Remember to think about content 
on websites and social media. Are 
there different things you should 
look out for? 

5 minutes 
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Author:

Who is the author? It should be easy to find 

who/what organisation is behind a website. 

Can you trust them? What else have they 

published? Can you find them on other sites? 
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Reliability:
Is it a reliable organisation – a university, 

broadcaster or subject expert? 

Can you tell how up to date it is? 

Is it regularly updated? If you want to use info, 

you need to know how old it is. 
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Balance:
Is it fact or opinion? 

Is it just giving one point of view? 

Could they have their own agenda – selling 

something, or a political organisation?

21



Check other sources, both online and offline

Trust your gut feeling. If something doesn’t feel 

right, it probably isn’t. 
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#gains
After                Before 

3 weeks!!

Vote

For the top tip which you 
feel would most help your 

peers to think critically 
about online content



Or you can call or chat 
online to Childline 0800 11 11 

Tell a trusted adult 
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Anonymously report

Report the content online 
where it has been shared 
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Trust Me by Childnet International is licensed under a

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

Available from:

www.childnet.com/trustme

trustme.lgfl.net


