Dear Parents and Carers
This term has been really interesting for school staff. As I reflect on the time back since
September the highlight has been seeing all the pupils in school and learning
again. Some of my favourite moments have been reading the Secondary pupil’s
lockdown stories and seeing how they have all changed and developed during this time. As always, their capacity
to overcome challenges with the support of their family has been extraordinary and enables us all to see what
they are each capable of. At break times it has been lovely to see pupils actively playing together on the field and
playground. It seems like they missed each other and are taking the opportunity to be together now, more than
they ever have before. The support of the whole school community has been incredible as we balance the
challenges of a new virtual world, track and trace and getting back on track for learning and we would like to thank
you for all your positive comments and thoughts. As we approach Christmas we look forward to spending time
with our families and celebrating together the most unusual year yet for The Mendip School. We wish you all a
fantastic Christmas and look forward to continuing the journey together in the New Year.
We hope you have a wonderful Christmas and look forward to seeing all the pupils back on Monday 4th January.
Natalie Hanna
If you are interesting in helping raise money for the
swimming pool you can sponsor a tile for £50. Tiles can
be personalised. Contact Lucy Beattie for more
information lbeattie@themendipschool.com

Dates for your diary
Monday 4th January—Start of term 3
Friday 12th February—End of term 3
Monday 22nd February—INSET day
Tuesday 23rd February—Start of term 4 for pupils
Thursday 1st April—End of term 4
Monday 19th April—Start of term 5
Monday 3rd May—Bank Holiday
Friday 28th May—End of term 5
Monday 7th June—Start of term 6
Monday 28th June—INSET day
Wednesday 21st July—End of term 6 for pupils
Thursday 22nd July—INSET day
Friday 23rd July—INSET day

Merry
CHRISTMAS

We are always busy here at The Mendip School. If you would
like regular updates and news please follow us on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram or visit our website at
www.themendipschool.co.uk

Purple class have had a wonderful start to the year and have settled into our classroom routines amazingly. We
have really enjoyed getting to know each other, making new friends and joining in with some of our favourite
activities; Disco Dough, Bucket sessions and Sensory Shine. This te we've enjoyed lots of different learning
experiences including welly walks to look for signs of autumn, making diya lamps and listening to traditional songs
when learning about Diwali and painting fireworks. We've loved sharing stories such as The Rainbow Fish and
making yummy Rainbow Fish pizzas to bring home to share.
Blue class have had an excellent start to the year. We have settled nicely into our new class making lots of new
friends and lovely relationships with the adults. In English we have been working really hard on our phonics,
reading and spelling new words as well as writing our Weekend News each week. We have been exploring autumn,
looking at the weather and making lots of beautiful art work from leaves. Blue class have absolutely loved
trampolining in PE this term. We have worked on using symbols to make choices such as to sit or stand on the
trampoline. We enjoy our weekly welly walks, exploring the community and splashing in puddles. We even went to
the farm for a milkshake.
It has been a joy working with Orange class this year. Every member of Orange class has come so far since I met
them in September and they never fail to make me smile. This year we have covered a lot in our topics from "This
Is Me" where we made Picassos of our faces, to "Super Heroes" which gave us all an excuse to dress up. On top of
our topics, we have been exploring annual events that happen around certain times of the year (Halloween and
Christmas) that has enabled us to explore new environments to search for our stolen pumpkins. Orange class
thoroughly look forward to our weekly trampolining sessions; always smiling afterwards. As for science, we have
been exploring different materials as well as growing our own beanstalks.
It has been a busy term in Yellow class. We have loved being outside especially riding bikes, playing on the swing
and welly walks with Heidi. We like our sensory time and enjoy getting covered in mud, water and gloop. We have
been working hard to develop our play skills and sharing skill. We like playing with the train set, using the lego and
playing board games. We are really looking forward to Christmas and getting a little excited especially after
decorating the Christmas Tree and singing songs.
What a fantastic start to the academic year we have had in Aqua class, everyone returned ready to learn. In Term 1
we explored a variety of people in our topic This Is Me/Diversity and Black Lives Matter. Every week the children
would look forward to hearing about the stories of Martin Luther King, Gandhi, Muhammed Ali, Aretha Franklin
and David Attenborough. In Term 2 we have been exploring Space and Superheroes. We dedicated World Science
Day to investigating light and dark. Aqua class have enjoyed being creative over the Autumn terms. During our
Tuesday afternoon mindfulness sessions, they have created grass heads, paper airplanes, bird feeders, worry dolls,
galaxy bottles and much more. We have also enjoyed our Draw with Rob sessions, which has inspired most of Aqua
to draw or be creative in their spare time at school. Well done Aqua class.
Red class has had a fantastic term and have been working really hard in every area. We’ve enjoyed learning about
space and have made a shoe box model of the planets. In English we’ve been reading Kensuke’s Kingdom and have
done some amazing writing about it. We’ve now started The Lion, the Witch & the Wardrobe and have been
creating our own imaginary kingdoms. We all enjoyed dressing up for Children in Need, and we had a fab trip to
the park as a reward for all our hard work. Finally, we loved the Sports for Champions zoom session with British
champion long jumper Ezekiel Ewolu and we were brilliant at our exercises.
Silver class have had a brilliant start to the year. We have had lots of fun exploring our new classroom,
Binegar park and we even managed a trip to McDonalds. We have been working hard on
our ‘All About Me’ passports, discovering what we have in common and celebrating our differences. This has made
us more confident when making new friends. We have just started the topic of ‘Inventions’ in
science, firstly, looking at the discovery of transport – our model hot air balloons will look fantastic. Silver
class have also been avid cooks, making sausage rolls, biscuits and American pancakes – parents are in for a
treat. As soon as the calendar strikes the 1st December, Silver class will become very
festive celebrating Christmas. Have a wonderful break, you’ve earned it Silver class - a very big well done.

Violet class have had a great start to the year. We have been exploring the book ‘The Wild Robot’, showing good
group attention, developing our comprehension and extending our writing skills. In Science we have looked at the
planets in our solar system and have carried out investigations to predict and test the speed of different forces. We
also have been looking at the topic of safety; initially learning about how we can be safe outside as well as safety
within the home. Violet class have worked really hard in maths, practising our times tables, addition, subtraction
and understanding of money. We have really enjoyed our trips out, especially our welly walks to the woods. Thank
you for a fantastic term Violet class, we wish you all a very happy Christmas.

Green class have had a fun and productive first term. We have been reading 'The Wild Robot' in English and have
completed a range of work around this including poems, writing our own ending and a book review. In maths we
have been focusing on addition, subtraction and money and have started multiplication and division. The class
have enjoyed walks with Luna who has been key in bringing them together. They have particularly enjoyed having
Green class cafe on a Friday afternoon and spending the dojo's they earned throughout the week and Kahoot in
assembly. Well done to all have a lovely Christmas and see you in the new year.

Indigo class have had a busy and exciting term. We enjoy starting everyday with sensory THRIVE or attention
autism activities we particularly like anything messy. In maths we have been using songs to learn our number
bonds and skip count, this has really helped us with our work on place value and addition. Every snack time we
have a class café where we pay for the items, we are getting very good at recognising all of the coins. We take
responsibility for washing up, cleaning our desks and keeping our classroom tidy. In English we have been working
hard on our sentence structure and building sentences using Colourful Semantics. Every week we share photos of
our weekend and we use this as a focus for our writing on a Monday. We have also enjoyed art, music, science and
what makes us feel worried and anxious in PSHE. We love going out every week on our wellie walks to explore the
local area and we manage to get out whatever the weather.

Pink class have had a busy and fun filled term, despite Covid. This term some of the pupils have started the Duke of
Edinburgh Award and have been busy organising raising funds towards TMS Swimming Pool project and DEBRA.
We've had a few trips on the minibus to a local park and to Costa where everyone behaved impeccably and were
fab representatives of The Mendip School. We have enjoyed taking part in whole school days, both dressing up as
sports heroes for Children in Need and dressing in yellow for World Mental Health day. As well as working hard in
our lessons, we have also had fun enjoying taking the dogs for walks in the fields, riding the bikes and doing lots of
THRIVE activities.

Since returning to school in September, Teal class have hit the ground running. They have been working extremely
hard on their ELC, GCSE and ASDAN qualifications, many of the Y11's have made their choices for Post 16 and we
have discussed pathways for Y10's. All the students engaged incredibly well in Term 1 and all achieved their
reward points to earn themselves pizza, film and games for their reward. Term 2 has brought even more new
challenges and the students are adapting well to them. The Duke of Edinburgh group have already made over
£200 towards their fundraising for the TMS Swimming Pool and the charity DEBRA. We are very proud of the class
for showing a great maturity in what for some, will be their final year here at Mendip. Have a wonderful Christmas,
Rachel. Philippa and Joe

Coral class have had a very good start back at The Mendip School. The pupils have all made brilliant
progress in all their options and have coped very well with the new format for their lessons post time
off school due to COVID 19. I am very proud of the steps taken and hope for much of the same in the
new year. A very well done to all, have a lovely Christmas and see you in the new year.

Ansford
Season's greetings from Ansford.
It doesn't feel too long since I was writing the Christmas newsletter and I'm sure it feels the
same for our students. Our Mendip/Ansford students have had to restart their year and
motivate themselves to get back into 'normal' education. That said, they have been brilliant
in getting back into lessons, engaging in the learning and integrating themselves into the
school community more; forest school, animal care and break/lunchtimes.
Our students have been a vital part of our set up of a second base here at Ansford. They helped us with the layout
of the new room, resources to buy and they've lent their muscle to move furniture in and out and around the
room. We want to thank the parents for their support throughout the lockdown and school closure. Their
dedication to their child's learning meant that when the students returned they hadn't fallen behind and were
ready to attend lessons again.
Post 16
Despite the ongoing disruption to education and services, Post 16 have had a busy year. Whilst they may not have
been able to fully benefit from some of the super work experience opportunities we would normally have at our
disposal. Post 16 have been working very hard to gain the credits and knowledge needed to achieve their
Functional Skills and Employability qualifications next year.
Good work and effort shouldn’t and hasn’t gone unrewarded though. We can always find time for some pizza and a
chilled afternoon at the end of a busy term.
Parent Contributions
The Autumn of 2020 was not the easiest time for a huge life-change. For our son James, who’s 14, the end of his
time at Middle School and starting at the Mendip School was one of the biggest transformations he had ever
experienced - and the Covid-19 crisis threatened to make everything doubly difficult. When school ended so
abruptly in March, we were left wondering how he would sample his new environment, meet his new teachers,
and get used to the end of one-to-one provision that went back nearly nine years.
As it turned out, everything went really well. Thanks to the wonders of video-conferencing, films we made at
home, and everyone working as flexibly as possible, he started at the Mendip school as planned, in early
September. And since then, we’ve been thrilled by his acceptance of new surroundings and routines, and a
completely different educational experience - not to mention the new world of masks, distancing, and closeddown shops.
Anyone with autism probably knows how difficult sudden change can often be. But from James’s daily trips on the
school bus to how much he talks about his time in the classroom, this last term has been a time of pleasant
surprises, and the sense of a new chapter beginning. He’s also handled the challenges of the coronavirus really
well. Like most other people, we’re longing for the return of some kind of normality - but we’d like to thank
everyone at the Mendip School for making what could have been an arduous and complicated process such a
success.
John Harris, parent of James at The Mendip School
It seems to me like this past term has been about revisiting some old issues….
The pandemic has meant dealing with that old foe, unexpected change again. Different bus drivers, new TAs,
surprise people in the classroom, and amended timetables. Its taken me to straight back to the old days; I’d
forgotten just how much impact these things have. As usual the staff have been great, but they can’t perform
miracles and a series of small hiccups can be the difference between a good week and a stressed, teary one.
I’ve also discovered this term that not all face masks are made equal. We’ve had the prickly ones, the “noisy
ones” (paper), the itchy ones, the ones that “smell like coal” and my home sewn ones from a
pattern which pinch so badly, they gave everybody sinusitis (thanks, Pinterest.). There is now
the favourite mask – and frankly, getting my hands on it to give it a wash takes a fair bit of ninja
planning. Anyway - here’s hoping everybody gets the best break possible over Christmas and
maybe this time next year we can have some kind of ceremonial mask burning event…
Polly Holm, parent of Christa at The Ansford Base

