Dear Parents and Carers
As always it’s been a busy term at The Mendip School. Serena has had a beautiful baby girl, Jessie is due in the
new year and so will start her maternity leave at Christmas, although we look forward to seeing them back soon.
We have now grown to 137 pupils and will have some new faces joining our team in January. As you can see there
have been loads of brilliant activities and events for the pupils to take part in and we’d like to take this chance to
thank you all for your continued support, especially the Friends of Mendip Group who raised money for the school
in the Christmas fair last weekend. It was a lovely event and was great to see so many of you there!
Things to look forward to in the New Year include the launch of our Virtual Reality equipment (supported and
funded by fundraising for the school) and a sneak preview of the plans for our swimming pool! Both will be
launched in January and will be open to all community members. We are also looking to recruit a community
governor to support the school so please let us know if there’s anyone you think may be interested; letters are
available from the main office on request.
We hope you have a wonderful Christmas and look forward to seeing all the pupils back on Monday 6th January.
Natalie Hanna and Emily Massey
Dates for your diary
Monday 6th January—Start of term 3 for pupils
Saturday 11th January 10:00-13:00
Mendip Saturday Drop in Club
Saturday 1st February 10:00-13:00
Mendip Saturday Drop in Club
Friday 14th February—End of term 3 for pupils
Monday 24th February—INSET Day
Tuesday 25th February—Start of term 4 for pupils
Thursday 5th March—World Book Day
Saturday 7th March 10:00-13:00
Mendip Saturday Drop in Club
Thursday 2nd April—End of term 3 for pupils
Friday 3rd April—INSET Day
Saturday 4th April 10:00-13:00
Mendip Saturday Drop in Club

We are always busy here at The Mendip School. If you would
like regular updates and news please follow us on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram or visit our website at
www.themendipschool.co.uk

Parent Forum
Parent forum is open every Tuesday from
9:30am-10:30am in the meeting rooms. This is a
drop in session where you can come and speak to
a member of the leadership team about anything
you would like to concerning your child or the
school. There is no need to make an
appointment for this, just come along if there is
something you would like to talk about. Let the
office team know you have arrived for parent
forum and they can notify the leadership team.

Purple class have had a great start to the year. We have really enjoyed trips out
to the park, learning the story of Handa’s surprise in English and Sensory Shine
activities. We also really loved our Christmas Dinner and loved sitting and eating
with our friends. We are a very sociable bunch and enjoy being together and
making new friends.
Blue class have had an excellent new term settling into our new class. We have been very
lucky to go swimming in term one, and horse riding in term two! Our Talk 4 Writing story
this term was ‘Handa’s Surprise’, learning the story through role-play, sequencing,
matching games – and eating lots of fruit! In Science we have been looking at the human
body, drawing around each other to label our own body and then comparing them to
animals to discuss how we are different. We have also enjoyed lots of music and dance
workshops, ‘Sensory Shine’ sessions, welly walks and sensory PE lessons with Nova Sports,
learning how to play rugby, volleyball, skiing and driving a racing car through sensory
stories! Blue class have definitely enjoyed these sessions and new experiences!
Orange class have been working really hard this term. We have enjoyed welly walks and
lots of visits to the shops. We have been learning how to stay safe, cross the road and
holding adult hands when near the road. We have also enjoyed meeting Buddy and working with the NSPCC to learn about how we stay safe and different feelings and emotions.
We have also had Children in Need and enjoyed a day of fun. We linked this with our
'Stay Safe, Speak Out' lessons and looked at how other children may be feeling. We are
very excited about Christmas doing lots of fun activities before the end of term.
Yellow class have had an active start to the year, with horse riding in
Term 1 and swimming in Term 2. We have also been enjoying sensory
sport on Monday morning, where we have been rugby players, go kart
riders, volleyball players and skiers. Our story this term, Handa's
surprise, has allowed us to explore Africa - the animals, weather and
art patterns. We were also lucky to have an African drumming session
and a Gamelan session this term, where we got to explore a range of
instruments. I have really enjoyed seeing you all settle in and showing
great enthusiasm for everything - Well done Yellow Class.
Aqua class have enjoyed learning about our new, exciting topic, Africa. In art, we have
been creating African patterns and sunsets and have now moved on to making African
clay water jugs. We have also been looking at the topic of ‘safety,’ initially learning about
how we can be road safe as well as safety within the home. We have tested our maths
skills developing our understanding of adding and subtracting numbers.
Red class has had a busy 2 Autumn terms. We have been working hard at becoming good learners, focusing on
independence, attention, and staying on task, in lessons and earning our reward time. We have been really
enjoying our class story time showing good group attention. The children have written wonderful stories through
two talk4writing projects based on ‘The Magic Paintbrush’ and ‘Handa’s
Surprise’. We have had two wonderful music workshops learning
drumming and Gamelan music where the children really showed off
their rhythm and flair. In DT we have been designing and making
different types of puppets. We continue to work hard on our
number skills in maths too, practising our times tables,
addition, subtraction and understanding of money.

In Violet class, this term we have been working very hard. In English, we have been
reading stories from the African culture and we have written character descriptions
based on them. In Maths, we have focused on addition, subtraction and money. We also
had the chance to participate in two amazing music sessions; djembe and African
drumming. In DT, we have been exploring different types of puppets and the students had
the opportunity to make their own puppets demonstrating some amazing creative skills.
This term Green class have been working very hard. In English, we have written
instructions based on ‘How a robot dog works’; character descriptions based on ‘Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory’ and stories based on ‘Handa’s Surprise’. In Maths, we have
focussed on Place Value and Number. We have enjoyed taking part in whole school
days, both dressing up as sports heroes for Children in Need and dressing in yellow for
World Mental Health day. The highlight was when half of the class took part in a Table
Tennis Competition and won – very well done!
Indigo class have had a busy and fun filled term! We have enjoyed exploring
our local area focusing on skills for life, we have been to the library, cafes,
charity shops and churches. We've been learning about effective
communication including writing and sending letters, following shopping
lists, taking out books from the local library, ordering items in Argos and
paying independently. We even had a special treat and chose sweets from a
sweet shop! We have really enjoyed our wellie walks and have managed to
get out whatever the weather!
Pink class have had a very good start back at The Mendip School. This term the
pupils have started their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award, represented the
school at the Bath Rugby Foundation festival and have all made excellent steps
in their learning both inside and outside the classroom.
Well done to all, have a lovely Christmas and see you in the new year.
Teal have had a very productive first term. As a class of year 11 students we have been focusing on education
options for year 12, and exploring what courses are available at the local colleges. The class have had a visit to
Strode College and experienced being on campus and in class, which was really helpful for all of the students that
took part. The tutor group has a weekly Act of Kindness award which students from the Tutor group and school
staff can nominate a Teal class member for being helpful and supportive in a variety of situations. The winner gets
a drink from the cafe.
The winter term has been a very busy one for Coral class. We have been working very hard on our social skills and
looking at Post 16 options. In English we have been writing letters and working on our reading skills. Some of our
class have taken on the GCSE Maths course and some are completing the Entry Level Course which has had
some fantastic results on the assessments so far. In Humanities we have looked at famous people, in
particular Nelson Mandela and what impact he had on South Africa. In
PE we have covered Volleyball, Badminton and recently had Somerset
Cricket in delivering Table Cricket. Two of our class took part in the
Table Cricket school’s competition which they won and they will
now compete in the Somerset County competition in January.
We have enjoyed taking part in whole school days, both dressing
up as sports heroes for Children in Need and dressing in yellow
for World Mental Health day.

Greetings from Ansford, what a busy and exciting first couple of weeks it has been.
If you don’t know, we have some students from The Mendip School studying full time at Ansford
Academy, Castle Cary. We have our own base and timetables to follow and so far the students
have been incredible in integrating themselves into the new school, new uniform, getting stuck into
lessons and focusing hard on independent project work in the base. Despite having obvious anxieties
about being in a new, busy school, meeting new staff and
students and facing new expectations, we couldn’t have been
prouder of how the students have flourished and progressed in
such a short space of time. We also want to thank the parents for
such unwavering support in this new and exciting venture and
Ansford Academy for being so welcoming and supportive. I look
forward to updating you all about our outstanding work that will be
happening here at The Mendip@Ansford!
Art Terms 1 and 2
We have all been very busy working on our topics of Body Art, and African Colours and Patterns. In Term 1, we
focussed on ways of depicting people, including using tape, clay and cotton buds (I think this was the favourite!)
We used mirrors to look at ourselves, drew around ourselves, and some classes made paper skeletons, which they
then drew. In Term 2, we have looked at many ways of making African patterns, which we have then applied to
houses, clay pots, clothes, elephants and even planes and cars! We have explored how symbols are important in
African art, and how they are used to tell stories and give information. Teal and Coral classes have been working
on their chosen individual projects for their portfolios, covering a huge range of ideas including fabric painting,
lettering, building design and Japanese art.
Art Materials Wanted
Our topic next year is Recycling / Junk Modelling. I am
thinking of using scrap paper to model with, so if you could
collect any of the following I would be very grateful – thank
you. Tissue / brown / textured / coloured – (anything
really) but NOT newspaper thanks as we have plenty.
I will get our amazing Duke of Edinburgh volunteers from
Teal class busy on sorting it!
Ginny Lake

Post 16
We were delighted to welcome three new students into Post 16 this year, Chloe, Josh and Seth. It’s been a very
busy but hopefully, fun time for all. The Preparation for Adulthood agenda has been at the forefront of our
planning this year and as such students have been working hard towards their employability qualification through
the means of career exploration this term. Another important part of the curriculum has been their work
experience. While the Greenfield Café goes from strength to strength and the Bath & West still presents us with
plenty to do; I’m very pleased to announce that we have established a
new partnership with the Somerset & Dorset Heritage Railway. Since
first visiting the site in Early November, Post 16 students have
already been busy helping restore an old Anderson Shelter and
cleaning a newly acquired 1970’s Buffet carriage that the
railway hopes to put into service soon.

